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To: AOSSG members Date: 23 October 2009 

From: Angus Thomson Agenda Item: 4.1 

Subject: AOSSG website File: -- 

 
Objective 

Consider issues regarding a possible AOSSG website, including: 

* whether the AOSSG should have a website; 

* lanaguage(s) in which an AOSSG website would be presented; 

* the elements of an AOSSG website; 

* the costs of website development and maintenance. 
 
Background 

At the Preparatory meeting in April 2009, participants considered issues relating to communicating 
with constituents in the region and, in particular, developing an awareness of the AOSSG and its 
work. 

A number of possible courses of action were outlined and there was general acceptance that a good 
first step would be to investigate the development of an AOSSG website. 

The attached paper explores some of the issues that would need to be resolved in order to proceed to 
establish an AOSSG website.  These issues include: 

* the language or languages in which information might be presented; 

* the features that a website might have; and 

* the likely cost of establishing and maintaining a website. 

In order to minimise the costs involved and to help ensure that the website develops in a way that 
suits the membership, it would probably be best to begin with a website that has basic functionality 
and allow it to develop incrementally.  However, AASB staff consider it would still be important 
that sufficient resources are devoted to an AOSSG website so that it appears professional’ and is 
‘user-friendly’ – otherwise it may not project an appropriate image for the Group. 

The AASB staff is willing to be involved in the development of a website, but would be pleased if 
others were also willing to be involved.  In terms of meeting the costs to establish a website, the 
AASB could seek to obtain funding, but is unable at this stage to guarantee that it could obtain 
funding for the project. 
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